
6 September 2020 
 

God Alone! 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
      
 It is hard to believe that we have arrived at Labor 
Day, the “unofficial end of summer.”  The onset of the 
pandemic and the national shutdown have blurred 
the lines of time.  It seems like the end of May was just 
a few weeks ago. 
 With the return of the month of September, we 
are once again looking at the New Hampshire State 
Primary this week and the General Election later this 
fall.  I once again want to encourage everyone to fulfill 
their responsibility as citizens of this great nation to 
participate in the electoral process, as it is a duty that 
carries with it a moral obligation.  As the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church reminds us, “Submission to authority and co-responsibility for the common good make it morally 
obligatory to pay taxes, to exercise the right to vote, and to defend one’s country” (¶2240).  An early Christian letter from 
the second century underscores that, “[Christians] reside in their own nations, but as resident aliens. They participate in 
all things as citizens and endure all things as foreigners. . . . They obey the established laws and their way of life surpasses 
the laws. . . . So noble is the position to which God has assigned them that they are not allowed to desert it.” 
 As citizens, we owe our respect and obedience to the lawful and legitimate authority of those who govern us, 
excepting in those matters which are contrary to God’s law and the obligations of the Gospel; in these circumstances, we 
must obey God, and we have a duty to those who govern to speak out against those actions and ways of life which are 
intrinsically evil.  Indeed, this is why it is imperative to pray for those who have been elected to public office so that they 
would govern in solidarity with the mind and will of God.  In an ideal society, our civil leaders would respect and obey the 
Divine Law and the moral order.  However, since not all civil leaders honor and respect God, it is important that Christians 
participate in the electoral process, to ensure that only those would be chosen who are truly worthy of the office of 
governing in accord with God’s commandments and the natural law. 
 As I wrote last February, we, as Catholic Christians, have a duty to bear witness to the Gospel and advance the 
Kingdom of God through the political process.  As a help to our discernment, the United States Bishops have written a 
document entitled, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.  It is available on our parish website and I would 
encourage all of us to take the time to read it.  As it says, “The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral 
character of society is a requirement of our faith.  It is a basic part of the mission we have received from Jesus Christ, who 
offers a vision of life revealed to us in Sacred Scripture and Tradition (9).  It is essential for Catholics to be guided by a well-
formed conscience that recognizes that all issues do not carry the same moral weight and that the moral obligation to 
oppose policies promoting intrinsically evil acts has a special claim on our consciences and our actions (37) … intrinsically 
evil act[s], such as abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, deliberately subjecting workers or the poor to subhuman living 
conditions, redefining marriage in ways that violate its essential meaning or racist behavior….” (34).  The primary and 
greatest of these issues is the defense of human life in all its stages and the defense of marriage and the family. 
 We must take to heart with the utmost seriousness that an election to office is not about personality, character, 
popularity, cultural or personal agendas.  It is not about who can promise the best material means or economic package.  
It is about God’s law, His commands, and His Kingdom.  When a society divorces itself from the Divine order, then that 
social order will begin to collapse.  When God’s ways are forsaken, there will be no leader or government which will be 
able to save a people financially, materially, or grant the assurance of good health for its citizens.  Both the Scriptures and 
history bear witness to this. 
 A good meditation on this reality comes from the experience of the people of Israel in the Old Testament who 
asked the prophet Samuel for a king so they could be like all the other nations.  As it is recorded in 1 Samuel 8, the Lord 
allowed them to have the king they demanded but it led to the severe oppression of the people.  May we have no other 
King except the Lord our God, may His Kingdom come, and may His will be done on earth and it is in Heaven!  
  



 
In Jesus and Mary, 

            
Fr. Michael 


