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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
“Family” is one of those words that’s packed with all kinds of meaning. For some, it creates an image that is 

warm and fuzzy—one that bears many happy memories, common experiences, close ties. For others, “family” can 
signify brokenness, pain, and estrangement. So what is the image that we bring to this celebration of the Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph? Our personal experience will impact tremendously on our acceptance of this 
feast from the warm fuzzies to ambivalence. 

 
But today, there is a call to us to walk in one another’s shoes. For those of us who have wonderful experiences of 

family, we know that even in the best of them, there can be challenges. In families that have faced difficulty, there 
are generally a few joyful moments that have sustained us through the difficult times. In the life and experience of 
the Holy Family, both were present.  There were those jubilant moments of shepherds and kings and angels above; 
there were fearful moments of a flight into Egypt, the loss of a twelve year old in a Temple, the passing of a loving 
father. We look at the life of the Holy Family and wonder about the whispers of people behind Mary and Joseph’s 
back when people began to “count the months”, of those who criticized the carpenter who dreams, the young girl 
who takes off to Bethlehem so close to her due date, to a young boy who thought He was “all that” while chatting 
with the leaders of the Temple in Jerusalem. Consider the public ministry of Jesus and the time His mother and 
brothers came to take Him home because they thought He had 
lost His mind. Such images are critical to our understanding of 
the Holy Family—especially when we think that any of the things 
I mentioned above taints our image of our own families as “holy.” 

 
As we celebrate this Holy Family Sunday, we have a wonderful 

opportunity to look at our families as imperfect as they may be 
and love them in spite of those imperfections. We may have to 
endure those who talk about our families, who speculate on our 
lives, who have opinions of our children, who seem to be doing 
better than we are and know that our own holiness as a family is 
rooted in the same holiness of the “Holy Family,” namely, our love 
for one another and our loving trust in the God who made us. It’s 
one of those “easier said than done”  moments, but a journey that 
we all take together. 

 
I look at our parish family today and know that we are coming to worship together with every understanding of 

family that can be imagined. I know of families that work so hard to form that tight-knit unit and families that 
have worked to achieve it but struggle. I know of families deeply rooted in faith who have watched other members 
of their families walk away from the very faith that gives others strength. I know of families, rich and poor, who are 
blessed by God in different ways but blessed nonetheless. I know of families who are celebrating new life and fami-
lies who are grieving because of death, family divisions, or apathy. But such is our family of faith—not a haven for 
saints but a hospital for sinners. That is us—and we are called to rely on one another to help us grow more and 
more in faith. We come together week after week to thank God for His goodness to us, to hear His Word and re-
ceive Him in the Eucharist. We come together to be strengthened by the stories of each other and by our prayers. 
We come together to grow in love—even when love is difficult. But that is our faith and such is our parish family at 
Saint Kathryn’s. We grieve those who have left us either by death or because they have chosen to be elsewhere. We 
are lessened because of their absence and we mourn. At the same time, we are built up with new life—those who 
have joined us from other places, those who have rediscovered their faith, those who have sought for the Lord and 
discovered Him in our midst. It is acknowledging that no family is perfect—not even our own—that invites us to 
look to the Lord to form us into His Body, to call us His sons and daughters, to fashion us to be members of His 
family, and thus, a holy family with all of our warts and imperfections. Ours is a wonderful family—filled with 
goodness and humanity, flaws and blessings, sin and grace—but it is a wonderful family. We are blessed! 

 

Until next week...God bless!        Father Joe 
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Saturday, December 30 Vigil (The Holy Family of 
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph) 
 4:00PM—+Gerald DesRoches (2nd Anniversary), by 
  his wife and family 
 

Sunday, December 31 (The Holy Family of Jesus,  
  Mary, and Joseph) 
   8:30AM—+Pauline Lemoine, by her husband,  
  Bernie  
 10:30AM—Intentions of Peter Tekin, by his family 
 

 Vigil (Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of  
  God) 
   6:30PM—+Gene Freyberger, by Tim Beaudin  
   

Monday, January 1 (Solemnity of Mary, the Holy  
  Mother of God)  
 10:00AM—For All Priests, by the LeClair Family 
 

Tuesday, January 2 (Saint Basil the Great; Saint  
  Gregory Nazianzen) 
    7:00PM—+Grace Connolly, by the people of the  
  parish 
 

Wednesday, January 3 (The Most Holy Name of  
  Jesus) 
 8:30AM—+Memorial Enrollments 

 

Thursday, January 4 (Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton) 
 7:00PM—+Mary Ann Bucchio, by Bruce and Sheila 
   Schofield 
 

Friday, January 5 (Saint John Neumann) 
 8:30AM—+Mary Gleason, by the Joy Family 
 7:00PM—+Margaret MacKinnon, by Harold  
   MacKinnon 
  

Saturday, January 6 (Saint André Bessette) 
 8:30AM—+Kenny Roarke, by Bruce and Sheila  
  Schofield 
  

    Vigil (The Epiphany of the Lord) 
 4:00PM—+Judy Pasquill, by Elaine Palaski 
 

Sunday, January 7 (The Epiphany of the Lord) 
   8:30AM—+Robert Martineau, by Paul and Joline  
  Soucy  
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
 6:30PM—+Lucille Hebert (9th Anniversary), by  
  Denny and Bob Maffia 
 
 

DECEMBER 31, 2017 

Tuesday, January 2nd 

 Staff Meeting/Parish Office (9:00A) 
 Cub Scouts/Hall A and RMs 5 and 6 (6:30-7:30P) 
 Boy Scouts/Hall B and RM 2 (7:00-8:30P)   
 

Wednesday, January 3rd 
 Adoration/Chapel (5:30-8:15A and 1:00-7:00P) 
 Evening Prayer and Benediction/Chapel (7:00P) 
 K of C Business Meeting/Hall B (7:00-10:00P) 
 Fourth Annual Service of Lessons and Carols/

Church (7:00P)  
  

Friday, January 5th 
 Homeschool Group/Hall, RMs 2, 3, 4, and 6 (9:30

-11:00A) 
 Coté-St. Jean Wedding Rehearsal/Church 
 Adoration/Chapel (7:30P-Midnight) 
 

Saturday, January 6th 
 Veterans’ Breakfast/Parish Hall (9:15A) 
 Coté-St. Jean Wedding/Church 
 

 

FORMED 
 

A second Christmas gift to our parishioners, benefac-
tors, and friends is the wonderful “Formed” program 
produced by the Augustine Institute. We give this 
subscription to you to use and to share with your 
friends to grow in your faith. Sign up today at 
https://formed.org. Our code is 748649. (At “Get 
Started” click “Enter Code.” Then enter the access 
code.)  
Share this information with your family and friends. 
What will you find there? There are plenty of talks 
and lectures, there are Catholic movies to watch, aids 
to prayer, the entire Symbolon and Catholicism se-
ries, things for parents, for teens, sacramental prepa-
ration—you name it—it’s there! And, if you’ve 
missed any of the Lectio series (Eucharist, Peter, 
Evangelization), you can catch up here. Sign up to-
day! Why would you ever want to miss an opportuni-
ty to grow in your knowledge of the faith?  

SANCTUARY LAMPS 
 

 
Intentions of Liz and Walter Martin 
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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 

VOCATIONS 101 
  

Have you ever noticed the bulle-
tin board in Hall B? The Knights 
of Columbus have one side of the 
board while the Vocation Support 
Association cares for the other. 
On this side, you will see the pho-

tographs of Sister Athanasius, O.P., Sister Faustina Kol-
be, DMN, Sister Roxane Day, and Elena Ainley—all 
women from our parish or associated with us—who are 
in formation in their respective communities. We also 
had the photographs of Father Mike Zgonc and Father 
Michael Sartori, men from Saint Kathryn’s who were 
ordained to the priesthood as well as Deacon Joe Dion 
and Deacon Randy O’Neill who were recently ordained 
to the permanent diaconate. These are all folks for 
whom the seeds of a vocation in the Church were nur-
tured at Saint Kathryn’s. It’s not at all unusual for men 
and women of all ages to hear God’s call to service. Is it 
possible that He might be calling to you? Would you 
like to explore this idea of God’s call for you a little 
more? Father Joe is always ready to talk about voca-
tions. Send an email to frjoe@stkathryns.org and let’s 
talk! 
 

FUNDRAISING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

It’s time! For many years now our parish has operated 
without a formal Fundraising and Development Com-
mittee and now, in this Jubilee Year, it is time for us to 
re-establish this committee. To make this happen we 
need YOU! Yes, we need YOU step up to the challenge 
of starting the committee and contributing ideas for 
fun events that can be incorporated into our parish life. 
If you’ve been sitting on the fence, waiting to plug in to 
our parish in a significant way now is the time. For 
now, Leo Hudon will be the point of contact to get this 
off the ground. Please contact Leo with your comments 
or questions at leohudon1@hotmail.com and support 
this venture!  
 

VETERANS’ BREAKFAST 
 

The 2nd annual Saint Kathryn Veterans’ breakfast will 
take place on Saturday January 6, 2018 after the 8:30 
a.m. Mass in the parish hall.  All veterans, family mem-
bers, guests, and supporters are invited.  Menu will in-
clude eggs to order: scrambled and omelets, French 
toast, pancakes, corned beef hash, hash browns and 
coffee, milk and juice. Please contact Deacon Ray no 
later than January 4th so enough food is prepared. 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

Join us for our Fourth Annual Celebration of the Ser-
vice of Lessons and Carols on Wednesday, January 3, 
2018, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the church.  
This annual service has become a well-loved custom in 
our parish since its introduction a few years ago.  
Marking the events of salvation history from the fall of 
Adam and Eve to the birth of Christ in song and in 
Scripture, we have the opportunity to quiet our hearts 
and minds and reflect on the wonderful message of 
Christmas after the busy-ness of the day. 
Please join us and invite your friends and family to 
come to hear the familiar stories from the Scriptures 
and hear and participate in beautiful music in our mag-
nificent church. 
Mark your calendars today—Wednesday, January 3, 
2018 at 7:00 p.m. here at Saint Kathryn’s! 
 

MARRIAGE CELEBRATION DINNER 
 

Saint Kathryn’s Parish is pleased to announce a parish-
wide Celebration of Marriage in honor of World Mar-
riage Day. The event will take place on Saturday 
February 10, 2018. The evening will kick off with 
4:00 p.m. Mass followed by renewal of vows for our 
married couples and witness to the vows for our en-
gaged couples.  We will then share in a wonderful meal, 
dessert and reflections on marriage in our parish hall.  
All married and engaged couples are encouraged to at-
tend this fun–filled evening as we celebrate marriage, 
share in prayer, reflection and fellowship together as a 
community!  Additional details and sign-ups for this 
event will be distributed shortly after the new year. 
 

OPERATION STORM HEAVEN 
 

Monday is not only New Year’s Day, but it is also the 
first day of the month of January. That means a group 
of us will pray the Rosary in the church following the 
10:00 a.m. Mass.  
This month, our Rosary intention will be to bring hope 
to souls and minds through the United States and the 
world. Will you join us in this intention and Rosary? 
Even if you can’t stay for Mass, please pray your Rosary 
on that day for this intention and join a million others 
(that is our hope!) in prayer on this day. 
Our Lady reminded us of the power of the Rosary 
through the children at Fatima. She has remained 
faithful to her promises—why should we doubt now? 
Joining in this campaign shows our sincerity while she 
shows her fidelity. It’s a win-win as we begin the New 
Year! 

mailto:leohudon1@hotmail.com
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VITA NOVA MEN’S RETREAT 
  

Start 2018 by refreshing your soul at the Vita Nova 
Men’s retreat! The world can try, but it will never fill 
our needs. Leave it all behind and come to the well! 
This year, Father Chris Martel from Saint John Neu-
mann parish in Merrimack will lead the Men’s Retreat 
based on the theme “Come to the Well...and Thirst No 
More.” 
The retreat will take place from January 5-7 at the Bar-
bara C. Harris Center in Greenfield, NH. 
Flyers are found in the vestibule of the church. Please 
take one and register today! 
Ladies—you haven’t been forgotten! There will be a 
Women’s Weekend Retreat from March 2-4, also at the 
Barbara C. Harris Center. Save the date! 
 

FIRST FRIDAY 
 

This Friday is the First Friday of the year and of the 
month of January. Perhaps one of your New Year’s reso-
lutions that is both practical and spiritual is a commit-
ment to assist at Holy Mass on nine consecutive first 
Fridays. 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus gave Saint Margaret Mary 
twelve promises for those who assist at Mass and re-
ceive Holy Communion for nine consecutive first Fri-
days to make reparation for the lack of gratitude to God 
and the sinfulness of humankind. Of course, one must 
be in the state of grace to receive Holy Communion, so 
confession is implicit although not required for the de-
votion.  
Hand in hand with this devotion (although quite sepa-
rate) is the devotion of five first Saturdays in reparation 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. (Mother and Son are 
tag-teaming us to get to heaven!)  
Wouldn’t this be something wonderful to do this year? 
How many graces are waiting for us? To this end, re-
member that Masses for First Friday are celebrated at 
8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the Transept Chapel. Do join 
us!  
 

DAUGHTERS OF EVE 
  

The monthly meeting of 
the Daughters of Eve book 
discussion group will take 
place on Monday, January 

15 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 1. All women are invited 
to join in this time of fellowship for women and for a 
discussion on spiritual issues and blessings for women 
in today’s Church! 
For more information, please contact Karen Wilder at 
Kd3w92@gmail.com. 

DECEMBER 31, 2017 

THE BIBLE AND  

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

Our winter/spring adult faith formation program will 
focus on The Bible and the Blessed Virgin Mary pre-
sented by the Saint Paul Center for Biblical Theology.  
Join us for this twelve week session digging into our 
understanding of the role of Our Lady as revealed to us 
in the Scriptures. 
Sessions will include: 
January 18 A Biblical Introduction to Mary 
January 25 Handmaid of the Lord 
February 1 Wedding at Cana, Garden in Eden 
February 15  The New Eve 
February 22 The Ark of the New Covenant 
March 1   Born of a Virgin 
March 8 The Promised Mother 
March 15 Mother Crowned in Glory 
March 22  Full of Grace 
April 12  All Holy 
April 19  The Assumption 
April 26  Always a Mother 
Sessions will take place from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
with a repeat session from 7:45-9:15 p.m. Books will be 
available at the first session, but you must register in 
advance. Please contact Charlene or Jennifer at 
603.882.7793 or by email:  
Charlene.maniotis@stkathryns.org  
or Jennifer.leclair@stkathryns.org. 

REFLECTING GOD’S GENEROSITY 

TO US 
 

December 17th Offertory:  $  8,031.10 
Online Giving:    $  2,397.00 
Total:     $10,428.10 
 
Flower Offering:   $  2,503.00 
 
Due to the early publishing deadline, the offertory for 
December 24th will be published in the January 7th bul-
letin. Thank you for your continued generosity to our 
parish. Our weekly budget for the parish is $11,900.  

 

Saint Kathryn’s now offers  
the option of “Online Giving.” 

Find out more on our parish website at 
www.stkathryns.org. 

 

When shopping for Christmas,  
please consider a gift to our parish. 

 

We are blessed with so many generous  
and faithful parishioners and benefactors. 
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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 

WEATHER ADVISORIES 
 

Winter in New England—it can be both beautiful and 
treacherous! That is why we must be both flexible and 
prudent. 
In the event that schools are closed, please check our 
parish website, our Facebook page, and/or your email 
(if you signed up for our email blasts) to see if we are 
canceling religious education or adult faith formation 
classes, adoration, meetings, etc. Generally speaking, if 
schools are closed, the parish office will be closed. 
However, if schools close the night before any weather 
arrives, we will expect to be open in case the forecast is 
wrong. 
Masses will always be celebrated, but if the weather is 
bad, we want to encourage you to remain safe. Remem-
ber that the parking lots and sidewalks may not be 
plowed by Mass time, so it is better to check social me-
dia and WMUR. We will do our absolute best to get the 
word of closures out as early as possible. We want you 
to be safe and to be smart! 

 

ARE YOU A NEW PARISHIONER? 
  

Have you recently joined Saint Kathryn’s Parish—let’s 
say in the last five years? Are you still trying to find 
your place here and learn about the many programs 
that are available? 
During this Jubilee Year, we will host a monthly gather-
ing for our new parishioners in the parish hall where 
you can meet Father Joe, a staff member, and a mem-
ber of our parish lay leadership in an informal gather-
ing to chat about our life, the vision for our parish, and 
your place among us. We can explain our programs, 
share our history with you, and discover how you can 
become more of a part of this vibrant, loving communi-
ty. 
In just one hour, you’ll get a sense of who we are and 
we can get a sense of who you are! You have ideas! We 
want to hear them! We have lots of ministries and op-
portunities to become involved. We want you to hear 
them too!  
Our first gathering will take place on Monday, January 
15 from 7-:00-8:00 p.m. in the parish hall. We’ll have 
the coffee (or tea) on, some treats, and hopefully, lots 
of discussion and exchange of ideas. You are important 
to us! Don’t just come to Mass at Saint Kathryn’s—be a 
part of the family. Meet some of the great people who 
make up Saint Kathryn’s and allow us to meet the great 
people you are! Remember—January 15, 2018 from 7:00-
8:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 
See you there! 

 

NEW AND SEASONED  

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
  

With the start of the New Year, we know that some of 
our liturgical ministers will need to change their com-
mitment to a particular ministry. The new schedule 
will be created beginning on February 1, so we want to 
make sure we have all of the right names, ministries, 
and correct Masses for everyone. We can all use a little 
“tune-up” for liturgical procedures and a spiritual “tune
-up” to refocus our ministry. 
On Wednesday, January 10, all lectors and extraordi-
nary ministers of Holy Communion are asked to join 
together in the church at 7:15 p.m. for a brief prayer 
service and training/re-training session. We will con-
clude by 8:30 p.m. New lectors and new extraordinary 
ministers should also attend this gathering. 
There will be a couple of changes with the new sched-
ule, so it is critical that all ministers attend. Non-
attendance will indicate that you are no longer availa-
ble for ministry for this year. 
Where is the greatest need? We are in dire need of lec-
tors and extraordinary ministers at the 6:30 p.m. Mass 
on Sunday evenings. We could also use another lector 
or two at the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses. Extraordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion are also needed at the 
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Masses. 
Altar servers—we’ll get to you later, BUT, we need 
more younger servers at all of the Masses. We have 
plenty of adult servers (and could still use more), but 
we’re slim on elementary age and high school servers. 
We see you at Mass. Why not volunteer to help us out? 
We’ll do some training in February.  
Please remember that liturgical ministry is a privilege 
and a use of the gifts that God has shared with you. 
Would you consider putting those gifts at the service of 
our parish? 
 

FAITH FACTS 
  

Have you taken your piece of straw from the crèche 
yet? Father Joe’s family has a centuries-old tradition 
that a piece of straw from the manger is put in a purse 
or wallet to remind us both of the poverty of Christ and 
the providence of God who provides for us as He did 
for His Son, Jesus. A small gift to the Christ Child is 
sent as a donation to a charity (either the Food Pantry 
or in preparation for the Feed Our Kids program) as we 
rely on God to provide for our own needs. 
Take a piece of straw and put it in your wallet. Then, 
each time you see it, thank God for His goodness and 
pray for those less fortunate than ourselves. 
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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 

Saint Kathryn Parish  4 Dracut Road, Hudson, New Hampshire 03051-5006 

Telephone: 603.882.7793     Fax: 603.595.1465 

Website: www.stkathryns.org  Facebook: Saint Kathryn’s Church 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Joseph M. Cooper, Pastor     frjoe@stkathryns.org 

Deacon Raymond V. Marcotte, Permanent Deacon  deacon.ray@stkathryns.org 

Sister Janice Rooney, SNDdeN, Catechetical Leader  sr.janice@stkathryns.org 

Charlene Maniotis, Parish Secretary    charlene.maniotis@stkathryns.org 

Jennifer LeClair , Religious Education Secretary   jennifer.leclair@stkathryns.org 

Peter Krauss, Bookkeeper     peter.krauss@stkathryns.org 

Larry Franchitto, Music Director     lfranchitto@panam.com 

Robert  Oliver, Facilities  Technician    bob.oliver@stkathryns.org 

Rick Wickham,  Business Manager    rick.wickham@stkathryns.org 

Rick Balboni, Religious Goods Store Manager   rick.balboni@stkathryns.org  

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m. Closed Friday/Weekends 

 

PARISH RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Saturday     9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 6:30 p.m. 

Daily Mass: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Tuesday, Thursday: 6:30-6:50 p.m.;  Saturday: 9:15-10:00 a.m. and 3:00-3:45 p.m. Also by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Catechesis takes place with the parents prior to scheduling a date for the baptism. For more information, please contact 

Deacon Ray in the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Engaged couples should contact the parish office at least six months in advance of the proposed date of the wedding. Please 

refer to the marriage policy as found on the parish website. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Arrangements may be made for Communion to the Homebound or for the Sacrament of the Sick by calling the parish office. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should be celebrated at the outset of an illness or when there is a change in the 

person’s condition. The Sacrament should also be received prior to surgery. 
 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
The diocesan policies are available by calling the parish office or by consulting the diocesan website at www.catholicnh.org. 

 

OPEN FOR YOU! 
The main door of the Church is open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; the Emmaus Chapel, in the office building, is open 

7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily.  

 

Welcome! If you are new to our community, we hope you have felt welcome!  If you are a visitor - occasional or frequent 

- we’re glad you joined us!  If you’re considering parish membership introduce yourself to the pastor after Holy Mass to get 

the process underway! 
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