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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

Over the last couple of weeks, we’ve been reminded that God’s ways are not our ways. Prophets have called 
God’s ways “unfair” and “incomprehensible” and have spoken to us about the difficulty we may have in under-
standing God’s justice. 

 

It’s easy to preach about such things when we’re experiencing a certain degree of peace and contentment. It’s 
easy to speak about the great mercy of God for us, but difficult at times to apply it to others. And yet, when it 
comes down to the practice of such virtuous talk, well, that can be a little more challenging. 

 

This week, we’ve been horrified at the events in Las Vegas. Without apparent motive or reason, so many lives 
were changed, and more of our own “innocence” has been compromised. I think all of us tend to look at the 
world with a jaundiced eye when we hear of such atrocities, and still, we are comforted by the stories of heroism 
of first responders and average people like you and me. Having to live in a world that wants to look straight 
ahead but keeping the “side eye” alert can be exhausting and frustrating. 

 

One thing we must remember. God did not do this act, nor did God send it to us as a warning. What we wit-
nessed was evil. God is not the doer or the author of evil—but Satan is. God does not “allow” such things to 
happen, but because of that gift of free will, one of His creatures moved against Him of his own volition. We 
cannot call this an act of God because one thing God is incapable of is producing evil.  

 

This is where, I think, we get into the reality of God’s lack of fairness—at least when we address this in human 
categories. 

 

God is just. God is loving. God is faithful. We know and profess this week after week. He is loving toward all 
of His children and cannot help Himself but to love us, even when we have done wrong. God is faithful to us, 
because as a Father, He cannot abandon His own children. But God is also just. God sees what we do not see, 
namely, the heart.  

 

I’m not suggesting for a moment that the murder, maiming, and crippling of so many lives—both in Las Vegas 
and throughout the world—doesn’t deserve scrutiny. What I am saying is that we are required to pray and to 
act in such a way that we are not caught up in the hatred. Jesus reminds us to be as innocent as doves but as 
shrewd as foxes. Here is the moment that we are called to place ourselves into God hands—not as sitting ducks, 
but as those whose confidence in this just, loving, and faithful God is unwavering. I wish I could tell you that it’s 
easy. I’m wrestling with it myself. I want to fight. I want to be angry. I want to be cynical. But I also want to be a 
follower of Jesus Christ who also, as we were reminded last weekend, humbled Himself and became obedient. 
For me, that has been a constant challenge, but as I grow older, such obedience also makes more sense. 

 

So what do we do? 
 

First, I think it’s important for us to take stock of ourselves. Am I a person who carries hatred and discontent 
in my heart? Do I find bigotry and violence settling there, or am I working to become a person whose peace is 
found in Jesus Christ? Do I find myself loving the Eucharist and being strengthened by it? Do I come to know 
that in Him is my strength? 

 

Second, we must pray for those who have been directly affected. We pray for the families of those who have 
died and for their souls. We pray for those who were wounded and those whose spirits are troubled because of 
this. 

 

Finally, we pray for our world. So many have abandoned Jesus Christ, and yet, He is the only source of our 
peace in the world. Hearts are what He desires—hearts open to Him are His only desire. And so we pray and 
comfort one another with the peace that only He can give. 

 

Until next week...God bless!        Father Joe 
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Saturday, October 7 Vigil (Twenty-Seventh Sunday 
 in Ordinary Time) 
 4:00PM—+Ron Palaski, by his wife, Elaine 
 

Sunday, October 8 (Twenty-Seventh Sunday in 
 Ordinary Time) 
   8:30AM—+Patricia Gorton-Louf, by Dan and  
  Denise Freeman  
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
   6:30PM—+John Bean, by the Joy Family  
 

Monday, October 9 (Saint Denis and Companions; 
 Saint John Leonardi) 
 8:30AM—+Rudolph Paquette, by the Paquette  
  Family 
 

Tuesday, October 10 (Weekday) 
    7:00PM—+Albert Cartier (16th Anniversary), by his 
  Family 
 

Wednesday, October 11 (Saint John XXIII) 
 8:30AM—+Rev. Msgr. Maurice Lavigne 
                  

Thursday, October 12 (Weekday) 
 7:00PM—+Rev. Msgr. Maurice Lavigne 
  

Friday, October 13 (Weekday) 
 8:30AM—+Mark Lajoie, by his sister, Lena 
 

Saturday, October 14 (Saint Callistus I) 
 8:30AM—+Amber Carroll, by the Phillips Family 
  

    Vigil (Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 4:00PM—+Kazimierz Bielawski (3rd Anniversary), 
  by Barbara Bielawski 
 

Sunday, October 15 (Twenty-Eighth Sunday in 
 Ordinary Time) 
   8:30AM—+Veronica Gabriel, by Mr. and Mrs.  
  Robert Lausier  
 10:30AM—For the People of the Parish 
   6:30PM—+Fernard LaRoche, by Mr. and Mrs.  
  Robert Lausier  
 
 

OCTOBER 8, 2017 

Jubilee Week 
Sunday, October 8th 

 Religious Ed Group 1/RMs 1-6 (10:00A-12:00N) 
 Blessing of Animals/Circle in Front of Church 

(4:00P) 
 

Monday, October 9th 
 Columbus Day—Parish Offices Closed   
 The Thirteenth Day/Parish Hall (6:00P) 
 

Tuesday, October 10th 
 Crafters/Craft Room (1:00-8:30P) 
 Homeschool Group/Parish Hall (2:00-4:00P) 
 Cub Scouts/Hall A and RM 5 (6:30-7:30P) 
 Boy Scouts/Hall B and RM 2 (7:00-8:30P)  
  

Wednesday, October 11th 
 Adoration/Chapel (5:30-8:15A and 1:00-7:00P) 
 Evening Prayer and Benediction/Chapel (7:00P) 
 K of C Business Meeting/Hall B (7:00-10:00P) 
 Choir Rehearsal/Church (7:30-9:00P) 
 Schola Rehearsal/Church (9:00-9:30P) 
 

Thursday, October 12th 
 Lectio: Evangelization/Hall B (10:30A-12:00N 

and 7:30-9:00P) 
 

Friday, October 13th 
 Moms’ Group/RM 1 (9:30-11:00A) 
  

Saturday, October 14th 

 Men of Saint Joseph/RM 1 ((7:00-8:30A) 
 Secular Carmelites/Hall, Kitchen, RM 2 (8:00A-

Noon) 
 Rainbow Seekers/Hall (9:00A-1:00P) 
 

Sunday, October 15th 
 Religious Ed Group 2/RMs 1-6 (10:00A-12:00N) 
 Catholic Daughters of the Americas at Mass/

Church (10:30A) 
 Baptism/Church (Noon) 
 First Penance Parents Meeting/Hall (12:15P) 
 Religious Ed, Grades 7-10/RMs 1-3, Hall B (4:30-

6:30P) 

BLESSING OF ANIMALS 
 

The annual blessing of Animals for Saint Francis Day will take place this Sunday, October 8th, at 4:00 p.m. in 
the circle in front of the church. This annual blessing, a favorite for pet lovers, asks the intercession of Saint 
Francis for our pets and the blessing of God upon them for health and in thanksgiving for the joy they give. In 
case of inclement weather, the blessing will take place near the baptismal font in the church. 
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 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 VOCATION ROSARY  
 

This week, Chris Haigis will be praying 
the traveling rosary. Thank you to all 
who are part of this ongoing spiritual 
support for our men in formation for 
the priesthood and diaconate and for 
our religious in formation. 

To take part in this prayer campaign, please contact 
Deacon Ray at 603.882.7793, ext. 204. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 

Our men and women in formation for religious life: 

Elena Ainley 
Sister Faustina Kolbe Burda, DMN 

Sister Roxane Day Sister Diane Dube, p.m. 
Sister Athanasius Munroe, OP 

Brother John Mark Solitario, OP 
Brother Marius Strom, TOR 

 

Our Parishioners in the Armed Services: 
  Frank Cunniff     Clare Handy      Zack Hurley 
  David Jarry          Joshua Keller     Zach Keller 
                                Thomas Laste 

 

Our Deacon-Candidate (Archdiocese of Boston): 
Jared Auclair 

 

Our Newly Ordained Deacons 
Deacon Joseph Dion              Deacon Randy O’Neill  

 

VIANNEY RETURNS! 
 

Leonardo Defilippis and Saint Luke Productions will 
return to Saint Kathryn’s for a performance of Vianney 
at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, October 30, 2017. This ac-
claimed production of the life of Saint John Vianney is 
one that you will not want to miss! 
Tickets are now available from the office. Some tickets 
will also be available at the door. Tickets are $20.00/
person or $50.00/family of four. (The performance is 
intended for ages 9 and up.)  
Mark your calendars now! This memorable perfor-
mance is one that you will not want to miss especially 
during our Jubilee preparation and in celebration of 
the priests who have served our parish and who have 
come from our community. 
 

IT’S JUBILEE WEEK! 
 

Every month, we set aside one week to celebrate our 
“Jubilee Week,” and this week is it! This week, we 
have the blessing of animals, the movie, “The 13th 

Day,” and Lectio. Celebrate with us this week! 

 

 

 

 RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE NEWS 

 
In conjunction with our adult faith formation class on 
Evangelization and the Acts of the Apostles, we have 
ordered Ignatius Press Catholic study guides for the 
Book of Acts. These study guides are exceptional in 
their content and format. If you would like a bit more 
information to go along with the class discussions 
these would be a great place to start. 
As we approach the upcoming Thanksgiving and 
Christmas season, we begin the busiest time of the 
year for the store. From the bazaar through the end of 
the calendar year, things really get busy for us. Come 
in and check out our products, do some early Christ-
mas shopping, and take advantage of our great prices. 
As you know, we believe the store is an important 
outreach ministry here at Saint Kathryn’s. If you have 
felt a call to become involved in something here in 
your parish, or are considering becoming involved in 
any of the many ministries here in our church, please 
consider becoming a store volunteer. The commit-
ment is only a few hours a month, the job is both a 
fun and easy ministry. Training is provided for as 
long as it takes for you to feel comfortable being in 
the store. You can choose which days during the 
month you are available to work. All it takes to begin 
the process is a call or visit to the office and leave 
your name and contact info. We would love to hear 
from anyone here at Saint Kathryn’s who might have 
an interest in the ministry.  
Our store is completely staffed by volunteers which 
helps us to keep our prices affordable. Meet lots of 
wonderful people; work with other great volunteers; 
spread the Gospel message to all who visit us! You 
can do it! 

REFLECTING GOD’S GENEROSITY 

TO US 
 

Offertory:    $  9,201.92 
Online Giving:   $  3,890.34 
Total:     $ 13,092.26 
 

Hurricane Irma:   $  2,747.76 
 
Don’t forget that our weekly budget for the parish is 
$11,900 per week. We are running a little bit behind 
in meeting the budget already (and we’re only com-
pleting the first quarter). If you’ve been away, can 
you help “make up” for the deficit? 
We know that the economy is a challenge—it is for us 
too! In order to maintain our programs, buildings, 
and activities, we really need your help! Thank you! 
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OCTOBER 8, 2017 

BAZAAR, 2017 
 

We’re getting ready for an even bigger, better parish 
bazaar and penny sale this year. The amazing thing 
about our annual bazaar is that every leader has de-
veloped what their predecessor began and so each 
year something new is present while maintaining the 
best of what we have had in the past. The Crafters, 
bakers, religious goods table, raffles, and penny sale 
gifts all seem to get better every year. And just when 
we think we’ve “seen it all,” something new and won-
derful appears! That’s the way it is with our Saint 
Kathryn parishioners! 
So now that we’re five weeks out, start thinking about 
how you can participate in this year’s festivities. Make 
sure you get your raffle tickets sold early and the pro-
ceeds back to us as soon as you can. Bring in your 
Penny Sale gift early, and we’ll be able to give folks a 
sneak peek at what’s coming. Think about what delec-
table you might create for this year, and, of course, 
brace yourself for some incredible food coming from 
our kitchen directed by Chef Jason Seavey.  
Raffle tickets can be found on the windowsills in the 
vestibule. Sell those raffle tickets and get the proceeds 
back to the office as soon as possible and minimize the 
weekly reminder to sell those tickets! 
The Christmas Bazaar and Penny Sale will take place 
on November 11-12. Make sure to tell your friends 
and family! 
 

ITALIAN NIGHT DINNER 
 

Mangia! Mangia! 
Council 5162 of the Knights of Columbus will host the 
annual “Italian Night Supper” on Saturday, October 
21st, from 5:30-8:00 p.m. in the parish hall. Tickets will 
be available in the back of the church as well as 
through the parish office.  
Tickets are $12.50 for adults and $6.00 for children 12 
and under.  
Join us for pasta, polpette (meatballs), sausage, salad, 
bread and butter (unless we can find really good olive 
oil), and desserts.  
Don’t miss the chance to have a wonderful meal at a 
good price with the best company in town!  
Grazie! 

 100 YEARS OF FATIMA 
 

During our Jubilee Week this month, we will present 
the movie “The 13th Day” in our parish hall. See on the 
almost-big-screen the story of the apparitions of Our 
Lady to three children at Fatima in 1917. Witness the 
secrets given by Our Lady to the children; be drawn 
into the Miracle of the Sun; come to understand the 
importance of the message of Fatima as we hear the 
predictions of the coming and timing of the Second 
World War, of the spread of communism, and the as-
sassination of the Pope. Join us on Monday, October 
9th at 6:00 p.m. in the parish hall. Snacks and drinks 
will be available for purchase. 
 

YOUTH GROUP ESCAPES! 
 

The Saint Kathryn’s 
Youth Group recently 
participated in yet an-
other fun event.  This 
time we went to the 
Nashua Escape Room. 
Some of us were locked 
in a creepy house in the 
woods and had to solve 
a series of challenging 
puzzles and tasks in 
order to escape before a 
sinister visitor made 
sure we would never 
see the light of day 
again. Meanwhile, oth-
er members of our group were stuck in a sunken sub-
marine in a race for survival solving our own mystery 
by following the clues before we met our doom. 
If you are a middle or high school youth and have not 
attended a Saint Kathryn’s youth group event, you 
have missed out! Afraid you won’t know anyone? 
Well you are always welcome to bring a friend. Check 
the bulletin the next couple of weeks for information 
on our October event that you will NOT want to 
miss!! 
If you wish to be on our email list to know about fu-
ture youth group events contact Dave Wilder 
(dwilder@f5.con, 603.566.5873). 

CONGRATULATIONS, JULIA IZZO! 
 

Congratulations to our parishioner, Julia Izzo, who was awarded the Saint Timothy Award from our diocese on 
behalf of the National Catholic Federation of Youth Ministry! Upon recommendation of many people who know 
and work with Julia, she will be given the award on October 22nd at the Cathedral. Congratulations, Julia! We 
are so proud of you! 

mailto:dwilder@f5.con
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SERIES 
 

Our fall adult faith formation series is based on the 
Acts of the Apostles, with Dr. Mary Healy as the in-
structor. Using the Lectio: Evangelization series from 
Augustine Institute, we will delve into the evangeliza-
tion efforts found in the early Church.  
October 12  Proclaiming the Kerygma 
October 19  Signs and Wonders 
October 26  How Jesus Makes an Evangelist 
November 2*  Sacraments and the Spirit 
November 16  Leadership in the Church 
November 30  Charisms in the Spirit 
December 7*  Joy in Persecution 
December 14  The Belly of the Beast 
Sessions will be held from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
and again from 7:30-9:00 p.m. with identical presenta-
tions. (Please note that on November 2 and December 
7, sessions will run from 8:00-9:30 p.m.) 
Don’t miss this wonderful series and the opportunity 
to become more comfortable with your role as an 
evangelizer! 
Remember that faith formation is ongoing! We can 
never say that we have learned everything there is to 
know about our faith—even the greatest scholars and 
doctors of the Church would not presume to say that! 
Why not commit yourself to one or both of these se-
ries as we continue to grow in our knowledge and 
love of the Lord, of the Catholic faith, and of our 
Church? 

FAITH FACTS 
 

Have you ever wondered why our baptismal font, 
large enough for immersion and high enough for in-
fant baptism, is shaped as an octagon? 
Well, the word “font” comes from the Latin word, 
“fons” meaning a spring of water. The earliest shapes 
and styles of fonts in Church history were modeled 
after Roman baths that were prevalent as the Roman 
Rite was developing. 
However, they were modified somewhat to make cer-
tain liturgically symbolic points. The octagon would 
have a clear symbolic meaning for Christians. Since 
Jesus was raised from the dead on what was counted 
as the seventh day, the number seven symbolized per-
fection. The number eight was symbolic of resurrec-
tion, of new life, because it was the perfect number 
plus one, the most perfect combination of all. For 
Christians, they were reminded that they received a 
new life in baptism by sharing in Christ’s resurrection. 
It becomes for us, the ultimate sign of hope and of 
new life. 

TRUNK OR TREAT RETURNS! 
 

Children of the parish are invited to come to Mass 
and/or religious education classes on Sunday, Octo-
ber 29th, dressed as saints as we anticipate the Solem-
nity of All Saints.  Following the 10:30 a.m. Mass, chil-
dren and parents may proceed to the parking lot be-
hind the church where several “saints” will be sta-
tioned at their 21st century vehicles offering sweet 
treats and holy cards!  
Be creative and frugal!  When planning the costume, 
take the opportunity to pray with your child and help 
him or her get to know the saint at www.catholic.org/
saints or with a book from the parish library or store.  
In anticipation of the holy day, Halloween may play 
out the battle of good and evil; All Saints Day reminds 
us God has won. Join us for All Saints’ Trunk or Treat 
and celebrate the heroes of our faith made perfect in 
Christ Jesus!  
Are you an adult who may wish to be part of Trunk 
or Treat? Then you’ll want to contact Charlene Mani-
otis at charlene.maniotis@stkathryns.org or 
603.882.7793, ext. 201.  We are in need of adults will-
ing to open their trunks for this fun event to take 
place. Are you a 9th and 10th grader who would like to 
be among our extra-special saints? If so, plan to call 
Mrs. Maniotis (or email her) to let her know which 
saint you’d like to be and make the commitment to 
this fun hour. Why not have a little bit of fun for our 
younger parishioners and teach them a little bit about 
“your saint”? 
 

CYO SPORTS REGISTRATION 
 

Summer is over and it’s time to start 
thinking about CYO sports for fall 
and winter. As part of Saint Kathry-
n’s Youth Ministry programs, CYO 
Sports provides an opportunity for 
4th through 12th graders to join struc-
tured basketball and cheerleading teams. The Mites 
League (4th, 5th and 6th grades), the Cadet League (7th 

and 8th grades) and the Senior League (9th through 12th 

grades) compete with other parish teams in the 
Nashua and Manchester Deaneries.  
Saint Kathryn’s sponsors both girls and boys basket-
ball teams and cheerleading teams (depending on reg-
istration numbers). 
If you are an adult and interested in coaching or as-
sisting either boys or girls basketball or girls cheer-
leading, please call John Hurley at 603.889.8139 ASAP. 
Watch the bulletin for more details.  
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Saint Kathryn Parish  4 Dracut Road, Hudson, New Hampshire 03051-5006 

Telephone: 603.882.7793     Fax: 603.595.1465 

Website: www.stkathryns.org  Facebook: Saint Kathryn’s Church 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Joseph M. Cooper, Pastor     frjoe@stkathryns.org 

Deacon Raymond V. Marcotte, Permanent Deacon  deacon.ray@stkathryns.org 

Sister Janice Rooney, SNDdeN, Catechetical Leader  sr.janice@stkathryns.org 

Jeanette Cassidy, Religious Education Secretary   jeanette.cassidy@stkathryns.org 

Charlene Maniotis, Parish Secretary    charlene.maniotis@stkathryns.org 

Peter Krauss, Bookkeeper     peter.krauss@stkathryns.org 

Larry Franchitto, Music Director     lfranchitto@panam.com 

Robert  Oliver, Facilities  Technician    bob.oliver@stkathryns.org 

Rick Wickham,  Business Manager    rick.wickham@stkathryns.org 

Rick Balboni, Religious Goods Store Manager   rick.balboni@stkathryns.org  

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00-4:00 p.m. Closed Friday/Weekends 

 

PARISH RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Saturday     9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. Sunday Masses: 8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 6:30 p.m. 

Daily Mass: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Tuesday, Thursday: 6:30-6:50 p.m.;  Saturday: 9:15-10:00 a.m. and 3:00-3:45 p.m. Also by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Catechesis takes place with the parents prior to scheduling a date for the baptism. For more information, please contact 

Deacon Ray in the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Engaged couples should contact the parish office at least six months in advance of the proposed date of the wedding. Please 

refer to the marriage policy as found on the parish website. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 
Arrangements may be made for Communion to the Homebound or for the Sacrament of the Sick by calling the parish 

office. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick should be celebrated at the outset of an illness or when there is a change 

in the person’s condition. The Sacrament should also be received prior to surgery. 
 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
The diocesan policies are available by calling the parish office or by consulting the diocesan website at www.catholicnh.org. 

 

OPEN FOR YOU! 
The main door of the Church is open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; the Emmaus Chapel, in the office building, is open 

7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily.  

 

Welcome! If you are new to our community, we hope you have felt welcome!  If you are a visitor - occasional or 

frequent - we’re glad you joined us!  If you’re considering parish membership introduce yourself to the pastor after Holy 

Mass to get the process underway! 

OCTOBER 8, 2017 
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